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THE OHIO ECONOMIC EDUCATION NETWORK 



The Ohio Council on Economic Education is an independent, statewide nonprofit 
organization that includes a network of eight regional Ohio Centers for Economic Education. 

The mission of the Ohio Council is to encourage and service better economic education in Ohio, 
primarily for elementary and secondary school students. This mission to improve the quality 
and increase the quantity of economic concepts and principles taught focuses on curriculum 
through better prepared instructors, using effective teaching materials and techniques. 

The Economic Education Unit of the Ohio Department of Education supports a statewide 
program designed to promote economic education as part of the elementary, secondary, and adult 
curriculum in Ohio. The Unit provides K-12 teachers with curriculum assistance, inservice 
programs, and other resources. 

Readers who wish assistance in the use of the K-12 Model Course of Study in 
Economics, and other economic services available to Ohio school districts, should contact the 
Ohio Council, the nearest Ohio Center, or the Economic Education Unit. 

Ohio Council on Economic Education Economic Education Unit 



The Ohio State University 


The Ohio Department of Education 


160 Ramseyer Hall 


Division of Vocational & Career Educat 


29 West Woodruff Avenue 


65 South Front Street, Room 912 


Columbus, OH 43210 


Columbus, OH 43266-0308 


(614) 292-1178 


(614) 466-5718 


Ohio Centers for Economic Education: 


Akron Center 


Gill Center for Business and Economic 


The University of Akron 


Education 


Room 435 Crouse Hall 


Ashland University 


Akron, OH 44325 


Ashland, OH 44805 


(216) 972-7762 


(419) 289-4142 Ext. 5518 


Central Ohio Center 


Greater Cincinnati Center 


The Ohio State University 


The University of Cincinnati 


College of Education 


Department of Economics 


160 Ramseyer Hall 


1605 Crosley Tower 


29 West Woodruff Avenue 


Mail Location 223 


Columbus, OH 43210 


Cincinnati, OH 45221 


(614) 292-1178 


(513) 475-2948 


Cleveland Center 


Ohio University Center 


John Carroll University 


College of Education 


School of Business 


119 McCracken Hall 


Cleveland, OH 44118-4581 


Athens, OH 45701 


(216) 397-4384 


(614) 593-4425 


Wright State University 


Loren M. Berry Center 


Center for Economic Education 


University of Rio Grande 


Colonel Glenn Highway 


Rio Grande, OH 45674 


Dayton, OH 45435 


(614) 245-5353 


(513) 873-2812 
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INTRODUCTION 



The United States is committed to an economic system that places a high value on 
individual decision-making. All citizens have to make many important economic decisions 
during their lifetimes, and to make informed and intelligent choices, they need to develop 
basic economic understandings and skills. These understandings and skills are best acquired 
through a program of economic education that is systematically integrated into the curricula 
of school districts. 

Ohio is one of many states that have recognized the importance of including economics in 
the education of its citizens. One example of this was the adoption of Rule 3301-35-02 B (13) 
of the Minimum Standards for Elementary and Secondary Schools in 1983. This Rule 
required that a one-half unit of economics be scheduled and operated in separately organized 
classes within the forty-five units required for grades nine through twelve. 

While economic education at the high school level is important, it is even more important 
to begin the process of providing students with the decision-making skills that a knowledge 
of economics provides during the elementary school years. This instruction should then 
continue in later school years by integrating economics into a variety of courses, such as 
social studies, business education, home economics, and mathematics. 

The K-12 Model Course of Study in Economics (MCSE) provides Ohio school district 
personnel with assistance in the development and implementation of economics courses of 
study for kindergarten through twelfth grade. It is intended primarily for curriculum 
resource groups whose task it is to spell out the grade placement and most appropriate 
methods of teaching economics throughout these grade levels. It can also be a valuable 
resource for teachers. The Minimum Standards for Elementary and Secondary Schools in 
Ohio require that a course of study be adopted for each subject taught. By utilizing the 
required course of study format, the K-12 MCSE can be used by any Ohio school district. 

Included in the K-12 MCSE are recommendations for the following required components 
of a course of study: 



• A program philosophy 

• A program goal 

• A scope and sequence: 

program objectives 

subject objectives .*• . ; 

• A pupil evaluation policy 

In addition, the K-12 MCSE includes information designed to help readers integrate 
economics into their curricula. The following page describes the organization of the K-12 
MCSE and provides suggestions for its use. 
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HOW TO USE THE K-12 MODEL COURSE OF STUDY IN ECONOMICS 



I. DESCRIPTION OF A COURSE OF STUDY 

Contents: A brief overview of the components of a course of study. 

Advice to 

Reader: Those who are familiar with the construction of a course of study may 

skim this section, or skip ahead to II or III. 

II. DEVELOPMENT OF A COURSE OF STUDY 
Contents: 



Advice to 
Reader: 



III. USING THE PROGRAM, SUBJECT AND PUPIL PERFORMANCE 

OBJECTIVES 

Contents: An explanation of the development and presentation of the objective 

statements found in section IV. A diagram of the Circular Flow of 
Economic Activity. 

Advice to 

Reader: Read this section carefully before reading IV. 

IV. PROGRAM, SUBJECT, AND PUPIL PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES 

Contents: Nine recommended program objectives and the corresponding 

subject and pupil performance objectives for a K-12 Course of Study 
in Economics. 

Advice to 

Reader: These objectives represent a comprehensive K-12 economics 

program. 

V. PUPIL EVALUATION POLICY 

Contents: Suggested procedures for evaluating the performance of students in 

economics. 

Advice to 

Reader: Use this section to assist in formulating an evaluation policy for your 

school district, and to identify standardized achievement tests that 
can supplement teacher-made tests. 



Definitions of selected components of a course of study and a 
procedure to follow to develop these components. Recommended 
program goal and philosophy statements. 

Those familiar with the development of a course of study may 
skim the first part of this section, but should review the program goal 
and program philosophy that appear on page 6. 
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I. DESCRIPTION OF A COURSE OF STUDY 



A course of study is ... the official statement of what shall be taught in each program in a 
school district ... it represents an educational commitment on the part of the board of 
education responsible for approval and school personnel who develop and implement it. 

As a form of communication, it tells school personnel clearly and precisely what is to be 
taught in a given subject or a program for a particular grade.' 

The Minimum Standards for Elementary and Secondary Schools in Ohio provide that 
courses of study be submitted to the Ohio Department of Education by a school district or 
system for approval and review every five years. Each course of study must include an official 
statement of approval by the appropriate board of education. 

The Ohio Department of Education has suggested that each course of study should 
include the following components: 

1. A Cover Sheet 

2. A Statement of Approval by the Board of Education 

3. A Table of Contents 

4. Introduction 

**5. District Philosophy and Goals 

6. Program Philosophy 

7. Program Goal(s) 

**8. Scope and Sequence: 

A Program Objectives 
B. Subject Objectives 
**9. Pupil Evaluation Policy 

In the development of a course of study, it is critical that the process be guided by an 
understanding that even though separate sections are written for philosophy, goals, 
scope and sequence, and pupil evaluation policy, the document produced must exhibit 
a consistency and continuity derived from an overall perspective. Each section of the 
course of study should support and extend the section that precedes it. The logic of 
progression from section to section must be clear and unambiguous. While only the 
components marked by the asterisks are required by law or minimum standards, it is 
recommended that all of the listed components be included in order to provide 
cohesiveness and usefulness.^ 

A Curriculum Development Model has been suggested by the Ohio Department of 
Education as a guide to school district personnel that are charged with the task of writing 
courses of study. In this model, shown in Exhibit 1, the course of study is seen as a 
prerequisite to the development of instructional guides (a recommended, but not required, 
activity) and daily lesson plans. Therefore, daily instruction in a subject area is linked to the 
goals and objectives that have been identified in the course of study. 

* Required by the Revised Code. 

** Required by the Minimum Standards for Elementary and Secondary Schools. 

* Process Model for Course of Study, Minimum Standards Implementation Series, Ohio 
Department of Education (Columbus: 1983), p. 13. 

2 Ibid., p. 20 
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Instructional Guide 



Exhibit 1 

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT MODEL 
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Instruction 
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Student Attainment of Goals and Objectives 




Source: Process Model for Course of Study, Minimum Standards Implementation Series, 
Ohio Department of Education (Columbus: 1983), p. 16. 
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II. DEVELOPING A COURSE OF STUDY 



The following step-by-step procedure may be used by Ohio school district personnel to 
develop a K-12 course of study in economics. Much of the material in this section has been 
taken from the booklet Process Model for Course of Study. * Readers who wish additional 
assistance in the development of courses of study should consult this document. 

STEP 1: Development of a Program Philosophy 

The process of writing a course of study should begin with the development of a 
philosophy for the economics program. Those involved in this process often include 
representatives of a school district's community, in addition to curriculum specialists and 
other educators. 

A program philosophy is a statement that describes a program's educational purpose 
and rationale based on a school district's philosophy.^ 

The program philosophy should contain clearly stated beliefs about what 
understandings students need and/or the overall contribution a program can make toward 
the general purposes of a formal education. In developing a philosophy for an economics 
program at the K-12 grade levels, various questions should be considered. Among these are: 

What is the purpose of the economics program? 

How does the program fit into the overall curriculum? 

How important is it for economics to be integrated into the K-12 grade levels? 

How is the program philosophy related to the district philosophy? 

As these questions are considered, school district representatives should understand 
the key elements of an economic education program. The publication A Framework for 
Teaching the Basic Concepts outlines what these key elements are: 

* Mastery of the basic concepts. Economics has its own tools of analysis that students should 
understand. 

* An appreciation of how the principal concepts of economics relate to each other. Such an 
appreciation enables students to deal with the complex economic problems they will face as 
adults. 

* Knowledge about msqor economic concerns - both public and personal. Such knowledge and 
some understanding of how public and personal economic issues relate to each other provide a 
basis for grasping how individual actions shape and are shaped by economic forces. 

* Exercise of a reasoned approach to economic decisions. Economic decisions can be reached 
more effectively if an objective, orderly, and reasoned approach replaces emotional, unreasoned 
judgments.^ 

^This document may be obtained by contacting The Ohio Department of Education, Division 
of Elementary and Secondary Education, 65 S. Front Street, Columbus, Ohio 43266-0308; 

(614) 466-2761. 

2 Process Model, p. 8. 

^ A Framework for Teaching the Basic Concepts, P. Saunders, G.L. Bach, J.D. 

Calderwood and W.L. Hansen, 2nd ed., Joint (National) Council on Economic Education, 

1984, p. 6. 
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A recommended program philosophy statement follows. Ohio school district representatives 
may adopt this statement or use it to aid in the development of their own program 
philosophy. 



Program Philosophy for K-12 Economics 

As the local, state, and national economies have become more complex, it has 
become increasingly apparent that the future growth of productivity and the 
standard of living of all citizens requires that they be able to understand 
economic issues and make informed economic decisions. The ability to make 
such informed decisions is a basic skill that can be applied to a wide range of 
subject areas. The most effective way to acquire these skills is through an 
integrated economic education program that begins at the early elementary 
grades and is continued through higher grade levels. 

STEP 2: Development of Program Goals 

Those who are responsible for determining a school district’s program philosophy 
should also develop the program goal(s). Program goals should be related to key elements of 
the district and program philosophies. 

Program goals are broad statements of desired outcomes for a program. 

Program goals define the overall nature and content of the program and 
represent an intermediate step in translating a program philosophy into 
specific objectives. 

Ohio school district personnel may choose to adopt the following recommended program 
goal statement. 

Program Goal for a K-12 Economics Program 

Students will know, understand, and apply the fundamental principles of 
economics and the economic system of the United States. 

STEP 3: Development of a Scope and Sequence 

Following the development of a program philosophy and program goal(s), the task of 
developing the scope and sequence component of the course of study must be undertaken. The 
scope and sequence consists of selected program objectives and subject objectives. 

Program objectives are broad outcome statements derived from program 
goals. The program objectives span grade levels, and serve to reflect and 
define the nature and content of the program area. 

Subject objectives are more specific than program objectives and indicate 
the desired learning outcomes for a given grade level or specific subject. 

Subject objectives facilitate grade level planning and assessment and are the 
basis for student grading. Subject objectives can be used as a guide for 
writing daily lesson plans, which are not part of a course of study, but are 
used to help achieve program and subject objectives.® 

4 Process Model, p. 25. 

5 Ibid., pp. 29-31. 1 3 
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